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SUBJECT: 18TH U.S.-JAPAN PLANNING TALKS 
REF: TOKYO 13499 

1. DEPARTMENT REGRETS THAT STAFF CHANGES HAVE DELAYED OUR 
RESPONSE TO REFTEL. HOWEVER, WE INTEND TO CONTINUE WITH 
NEXT PLANNING TALKS ALONG LINES PREVIOUSLY INDICATED. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY ADVISE FONOFF: (A) WE PROPOSE AS DATES 
FOR NEXT MEETING EITHER 3-5 DECEMBER OR 3-DAY PERIOD DURING 
WEEK OF 7-1 1 JANUARY, 1974. WE PREFER JANUARY DATE IN 
ORDER PERMIT FULL PREPARATION; (B) WE BELIEVE AGENDA PRE- 
VIOUSLY TRANSMITTED COULD BE USEFUL BASIS FOR TALKS AND 
WOULD APPRECIATE FONOFF COMMENTS; (C) LORD HOPES TO MEET 
WITH TACHIBANA AND FONOFF REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING 
PLANNING TALKS WHEN HE VISITS TOKYO IN CONNECTION THE 
SECRETARY'S ASIAN TRIP IN NOVEMBER. WOULD BE USEFUL 
HOWEVER HAVE AGREEMENT ON DATES AND AGENDA ASAP. KISSINGER 
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